
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	purpose	of	this	publication	is	to	spread	
the	truth,	to	sow	God’s	good	seed,	the	
Word	of	God,	and	to	confront	religious	

error	for	the	good	of	men’s	souls.	
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 In ancient times, a natural calamity, defeat 
in battle or physical sickness was often 
attributed to the anger of the gods. Let 
something negative happen…and folks 
began looking for the offender of the 
specific god who had been slighted or 
angered! Even early Christians were 
blamed for natural catastrophes because 
they didn’t worship the gods of the Roman 
pantheon. 

The Fox television network (Fox 54) has 
recently been running a commercial that I 
personally find offensive. In the 
commercial, two men are standing waist-
deep in a swimming pool as one asks the 
second why he isn’t watching a football 
game. The second man replies that there 
are no football games on television 
whereupon he disappears into the water as 
though sucked to the bottom of the pool. 

He is then seen, standing in his swim 
shorts, before three men who are standing 
on a dais above him. The three are 
dressed in long light-colored robes with 
numbers on their chests in the fashion of  

 

 

 

 

 

football jerseys. In the background are 
winged figures and the whole scene is 
framed in clouds. 

The three “football gods” sternly rebuke 
the man for his lack of devotion to football, 
choosing instead to “worship the sun god” 

“Courage does not always roar. Sometimes, courage is 
that quiet voice that says…I will try again tomorrow.” 

—Mary Anne Radmacher 
 

“Pay very close attention to the difference between what 
a person claims he longs for and what he actually 

pursues.” 
-- Unknown 

Notable	Quotables	
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
As Luke wrote, Festus “laid Paul’s 
case before the king” (Acts 25:14). 

The “king” was Herod Agrippa II, ruler 
of the territory once governed by 
Herod Philip. His sister Bernice is 

mentioned along with him in Acts; it is 
believed that they had an incestuous 

relationship. 
 

	known of churches that moved their 
Sunday evening service time to 
accommodate the annual Super Bowl. 
Other churches hold fast to their 
convictions(??), refusing to change or 
dismiss their Sunday afternoon services; 
they just install a widescreen television in 
the sanctuary so that those who come to 
worship can indeed worship their gods! 
Don’t forget the individuals who 
mysteriously became ill with “football fever” 
on Sunday afternoons.  

Americans in general worship recreation in 
general! It’s not just football. It’s hunting, 
golfing, shopping, television in general. 
They pursue it as though they can’t get 
enough of it and it controls their lives. 
When recreation dictates practically every 
aspect of our lives, has it not become our 
god?  

Flee idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14)! It is a 
work of the flesh (Galatians 5:20) and will 
keep many people out of heaven! 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

	at the pool. The point of the commercial, of 
course, is to encourage viewers to watch 
the nearly 100 college football games that 
Fox Sports has scheduled for this season. 
“Don’t anger the football gods,” the 
commercial warns. Viewers are told to 
“Honor thy Saturday,” Saturday being the 
day that most college football games are 
played. 

I enjoy watching college football. However, 
I suspect that the fact there are three 
“football gods” is intended as an oblique 
reference to the Trinity of the godhead and 
comes across to me as sacrilegious. To 
show disrespect or irreverence for what is 
sacred is considered “sacrilegious.” 
Despite all the hype, attention paid and 
money involved, college football is simply a 
game of recreation. To use the Persons of 
the godhead for commercial (business) 
purposes is to demean the God who 
created the universe and continues to 
sustain it. To portray Them as insisting on 
devotion to football is at once to trivialize 
Them and to pervert the mesage of the 
inspired word. 

At the same time that I find the commercial 
offensive, I have to admit that there is 

perhaps some measure of truth to the 
circumstances portrayed. Football is a 
good example of the priority placed upon 
recreation by the American public. Some 
people moan about the amount of money 
involved in an amateur sport like college 
football, but the widespread attention paid 
to the sport is the reason that it attracts 
large amounts of money. How many people 
camp in front of a television all weekend 
long to watch the various football games, 
college and professional? The commercial 
encourages us to “honor thy Saturday,” i.e., 
use your Saturday to watch the games on 
Fox Sports. 

It is certainly not wrong to be interested in 
and knowledgeable about football and to 
follow the sport through the individuals and 
teams that play it. Such interest, however, 
becomes a problem when it interferes with 
my devotion to God. Isn’t that what idolatry 
is? To whatever I give God’s place in my 
life, that is my real god, my idol. Christians 
reveal the “real god” they worship when 
they put football games ahead of their 
responsibility to assemble with other 
Christians on the Lord’s Day. As individuals 
who belong to Christ (“Christ-ians”), we 
should honor Him on the Lord’s Day. I have 

	
Whom did the Roman governor Festus consult with regard 

to the apostle Paul? 
 

The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	

Bible Challenge Question 

Text:		 	 	 	 	 	
	
Paul	encouraged	the	Philippians	to	think	like	he	did:	
1.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
2.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
3.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
To		 	 	 		 	 	 	means	to	“stay	the	course.”	
	
Reasons	that	people	don’t	“stay	on	the	course”	to	heaven:	
1.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 					2.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Two	valuable	traits	in	the	life	of	a	Christian:	
1.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 					2.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
		

Sermon	Notes	

Holding True 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

I	have		 	 	 	 	the	good	fight,	I	have	finished	the		 	 ,	I	
have		 	 	 	the	faith.	Henceforth	there	is	laid	up	for	me	the				

	 	 	 	of		 	 	 	 	 	 ,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	
judge,	will	award	to	me	on	that	Day,	and	not	only	to	me	but	also	to	

all	who	have	loved	his	appearing.		
--		 	 	 	 	 	 	 ;	ESV		

“If	we		 	 			by	the	
Spirit,	let	us	also	keep	in	
	 	 	with	the	Spirit.”	

--	Galatians	5:25	


